ming the first weeks of 1954, 
a look back and compared 
ife today, and the possibilities 
i, with the past. 


y a year or so ago I was faced 
:a broken marriage—or at least 
ete unhappiness in marriage. 
weight was actually down to 
-three pounds. Even in the 
‘tal, where the doctor finally 
e, I couldn’t retain nourish- 
. And I had lost faith in almost 
hing. 


nk God I had a Christian 
br. He tried every treatment 
ble but to no avail. Finally he 
me there was nothing he could 
edically, but that he would 
e to talk with a good friend 
, a newly ordained minister. 
chought my illness might be 
entirely from worry and 
usness. 


en this minister walked into 
aospital room, my first impres- 
rwas, “I can’t talk to him; he’s 
roung!” But I soon got the im- 
tion that there was a man who 
- God personally. In fact, in a 
er of minutes, I realized what 
‘wrong with my life: I simply 
Deen shutting God out. I want- 
that this man had! 


ser awhile, sensing my need, he 
H me to pray with him—and 
sover my life to God. But I was 
itoo stubborn and proud to let 

started feeling better, though, 
showed it to everyone who saw 


en the doctor informed me I 
being discharged from the hos- 
and at once I felt worse than 


me XXVIII 


_ eee 


A Marriage Re-made 
And Health Restored 


By Irene Poole 


The first thing I did when I got 
home was to call another doctor. 
He also gave me tests and even tried 
psychoanalysis. In the end, feeling 
that most of my anxiety was caused 
by the home situation, he practical- 
ly advised me to leave my husband. 


I'd reached the point then where 
I knew that getting away from God 
was the real trouble; but, when I 
suggested that faith might help, the 
doctor simply laughed at such an 
idea. “You don’t actually believe 
that would solve anything, do you?” 
he asked. 


Perhaps his attitude was just 
what I needed to make me take ac- 
tion. When he left I got down on my 
knees, then and there and asked 
‘God to take over my life and make 
me well, if it was His will. I told 
Him that if He did make me well, 
I would do anything He asked. 


Within one week I gained ten 
pounds and my chronic ailments 
stopped permanently. Without any 
treatment whatsoever I was well! 
My former doctor said that there 
was no medical explanation for this, 
and I have not had to see him since. 


The story could end there, but it 
doesn’t. We were in a financial 
muddle, too, so I prayed to know 
what to do about that and got a 
very unexpected answer: I was led 
to answer an advertisement in the 
newspaper—one of those “blind” 
ones—although usually I never 
even look at the “ads.” 


The need turned out to be for 
someone to sell Bibles from door to 
door! If anyone had told me before 
that I would sell Bibles and enjoy it, 
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I would have thought him crazy. 
But I never had a shadow of a 
doubt about this new job from the 
moment I heard what it was. I 
knew it was my answer, and I sold 
over £10-worth of Bibles my first 
week! Now I’ve been doing this for 
over a year. 


I’ve had lots of interesting jobs— 
I used to teach dancing!—but none 
of them ever made me feel, “This 
is it.’ For the very first time I 
know, today, that I belong to my 
work. I love it. 


I often have the chance to tell 
the story of how God came into my 
life. I ask for God’s guidance every 
day as to where to work. I can’t sell 
Bibles, ve found, if I am putting 
first the number I may sell, or the 
money I may make. My chief con- 
oat must be helping people to find 

od. 


God is in our marriage now. 
There is a great change in my hus- 
band too, but of course that is his 
story, he started teaching in the 
Sunday School recently and has 
been told he’s doing a marvelous 
job. Together we spend at least 
fifteen to twenty minutes a day in 
reading the Bible and prayer. 


For the first time in our five 
years of married life we have a fu- 
ture to look forward to. We know 
what to do when we have problems. 
We just ask God’s help. 


Life isn’t easy. In fact, in many 
ways I find it increasingly difficult. 
For one thing I discover other 
stumbling-blocks in my path to God 
as I really take a good look at my- 
self. ’m a very independent person 
and like to manage things myself. I 
have to get down on my knees and 
ask God to lead me, or nothing goes 
right. Before this happened I was 
selfish and proud and didn’t really 
love anyone but myself. But I’m 
finding so much and it is becoming 
easier to put faith to work. 


Condensed from “The Evangel’ 


Number 4 
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News and Notes 


Luther H. Lincoln 


Nels C. Houtwed Summoned 


years has long been known by 


; friends as just plain “Abe.” A 
Nels 'C. Houtwed, son of Jens N. and er, Harry, of Nora, three sisters, Mrs. which he inherited while atte 


(Hannah Houtwed, was born December Metta Lundsgaard, Mrs. Alfred Han- 
21, 1870 at Komdrup, Denmark. At sen, and Mrs. Jens Hansen, all of Rus- 
the age of 13 he accompanied his par- kin, ‘Nebr. : 
ents and brothers and sisters to the (Nels was a loving and devoted hus- (Continued on page 11) 


‘Dana College some 20 years ago. 
In 1935, Lincoln married Helen} 


United States and lived with his par- band and father, a true friend and € 

ents on a farm near Ruskin, Nebraska. neighbor, and a sincere ‘Christian de- K AN URGENT CALL TO 
‘On (March 21, 1901, he was united in voted to his Lord and Savior. Ka CONSECRATED PRAYER 

marriage to Ollie Petersen and set- With his passing Bethany Lutheran < Without prayer and the spi 


ae 
KA 


tled on a farm adjoining his father’s, Church at Ruskin has lost a faithful 
where they lived until 1934 when he member. ‘Since ‘Bethany was establish- 
retired to their present home. ed, he has worshipped regularly with 


of prayer moving in the hear 
of our people and setting afla: 
a deep sense of urgency afr 


Serge 
KKK 


Born to this union were 3 sons and that congregation. For 20 years Rev. % concern, the Evangelism Col 
83 daughters, Jens Houtwed, Mrs. Hen- (Lars Jensen, pastor of Bethany, took x ference can easily become ¢ 
ry Thayer (Agnes), and Chris Hout- his meals in the Nels Houtwed home. & empty form. This is an ue 
wed, all of Ruskin, and Mrs. Malvern For 34 years Nels Houtwed served as *® call to prayer! Thank God fi 
Larsen (Ellen) of Kearney. church treasurer, and when times < the many who have been : 

Mr. Houtwed was an active member were hard and money scarce, he quiet- Be earnest prayer for the Confe 
of Bethany Lutheran Church. He ly helped out in whatever way seemed *® ence. Continue to meet God | 
served on the church board 34 years most suitable. < His Throne of Grace, beseechin 
and helped in any way possible as long He seldom testified with his lips as % Him to bless the messengers ar 
as he was able. He passed away quiet- words did not come to him easily, but ®% the messages, the thousands 
ly Monday, January 3, at his home at his actions spoke louder than words. *# pastors and delegates, the con 
the age of 84 years and 13 days. (The picture was taken when the % mittees and all those who al 

Besides his wife and children he Houtweds celebrated their golden wed- i meeting in Milwaukee thes 
leaves to mourn his passing one broth- ding.) = days. Pray God for spiritual dee; 

% ening and quickening througho! 
’¢ the Lutheran Church. May th 
B be our finest hour as we are ii 

Oakland, Calif. Assemblyman Lu- Jan. 3rd. Lincoln’s victory over As- x spired to witness for Christ. 
ther H. (Abe) Lincoln (R) of Alameda semblyman H. Allen Smith (R) ofLos % Let us pray and move forwar 
County, and member of Our Saviour’s Angeles County on a roll call vote of Bd Donald T. Hansen 
(Lutheran Church, Oakland, California, 41 to 38 climaxed an intensive pre- i Chairman, Prayer Committee 
was elected the new speaker of the legislative battle. Re Lutheran Evangelism Conferen 
assembly at the opening session on Lincoln, the youngest speaker in 15 s ae 

a eee 
Gaited: Brangeliésl, Lutheran Churet: publsicamebualensac cee (hot) ome ekg = vOR2L EL 8th Strest 
weekly by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. Spencer, Iowa 


Otto H. Stave, Business Manager. Subscription price: United States and Canada, $3.00 per year in advance; 

All communications that concern the Editorial Department, news items and books to be reviewed should be sent to the editor at Spence 
Everything pertaining to the Youth Department should be sent to Rev Homer Larsen, 904 Bluff St., Cedar Falis, Ia. A special club re 
$2.00 per year is offered Bible classes and organizations of the church when ten or more copies are sent to one address and $2.00 a y 
the congregation has The Ansgar Lutheran in every home—Chureh Paper in Every Home Plan. Subscriptions remittances change c 
anere Pee eG OF AD orn eons pertaining to the Business. Department should be sent to the Lutheran Publishine House 
ebr. en D a is desired give old as well as new address. Entered - s me 4 ‘ 
Post Office at Blair, Nebr., under Act of March 3, 1879. a8 second-class matter, December 14, 19279 


foreign countries, 


24, 1955 


torials and Comments 


MORE ACTION NEEDED 


lat can we do to get more people to serve actively 
Church, is a question raised in a recent issue of 
erican Lutheran. We shall print the questions 
(But let us state that it is very important today 
people active. It has always been important, but 
elieve that because of the constant coming and go- 
i many congregations, it is of great importance to 
eople into some kind of service as soon as they join 
lhurch. This coming and going does place a great 
1 on modern church life. We serve a church at 
ser. During 1954 we accepted 71 people into mem- 
lip, 37 adults and 34 children. But tonight, just be- 
e started on this editorial, we went through the 
md discovered that we had not made any increase 
membership at all. We had lost as many as we 
ained. People who had just become active had 
ol away during the year. 


also discovered that one fourth of the families be- 
g to the church had been accepted into member- 
che past three years. 


mention these facts to indicate the need of quickly 
rating the new members into the life of the church. 
d to get the members to work in the organiza- 
-in any way possible. We need that for the con- 
ion’s sake, but it is also needed so that these mem- 
ho may only be here a short while, get a taste of 
church work. That will make it easier for them 
some active in the church they may move to, when 
eave here. 


deacons of the congregations are often just dea- 
in name only. Here is a big problem for them to 
Let them start studying the new members with 
of putting them to work. Well, we have raised 
estion based on our experience. Now we reprint 
estions about the problem in the American Lu- 


ow many men are in your congregation who are 21 
ld and older? 


Iow many of these are actively working in the congre- 
at present? 


‘an you account for the lack of participation in the 
the other? 


you think our people would be more willing to 
f they had the opportunity of receiving instruction 
sir particular job? 


‘ow many of the young men from 21 to 30 are active 
congregation and are thus preparing themselves for 
* service? 


all the “old stand-bys” in the congregation would 
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suddenly die, would there be others, trained and prepared 
to take their places? 


7. What do you think of a “Training by Experience” pro- 
gram, whereby a young man is first given a minor office, 
and then advanced to a more important office, thereby ac- 
quiring ability through actual experience and practice? 


8. What can be done to develop initiative among those 


who say: “I won’t serve on the committee, but T’ll be willing 
to help”? 


9. Are some perhaps afraid of volunteering for service 
because someone may say: “They are trying to be too for- 
ward. They want to make a name for themselves’? 


10. Do we work our 
scare the others away? 


“good horses” to death, and thus 


11. Do we have the practice that as soon as 
makes a suggestion, the others say: “Well, 
then’? 


someone 
let HIM do it 


12. What efforts are made to acquaint newly won con- 
verts with the operation of the church, and thus prepare 
them for intelligent service? 


13. Sometimes people will advance some very foolish and 
unworkable ideas because they don’t know better. Are we 
ready in a gentle way to “set them straight,” or do we blunt- 
ly “set them down’? In the latter case they may be “set 
down” so hard that they will never rise again. 


14. What can we do with the age group from confirma- 
tion to 21 to interest them in, and prepare them for service 
in the church? 


15. What opportunity for Christian service in the congre- 
gation is given those who are not members of any church 
organization? 


16. What activities (other than worship and contributing) 
does the congregation have in which ALL people, irrespec- 
tive of age, sex or organizational affiliation may participate? 


17. Often those suffering from some chronic illness, the 
shut-ins and the handicapped, can still do those things which 
their handicap allows. If we ask them to do some of the 
things they can, are we imposing on them? Or would it 
give them a better feeling of being an active part of the 
congregation if we encouraged them to do the things they 
can? 


18. Do we balance our committees by placing both older 
and younger men together to blend the experience of age 
with the enthusiasm of youth? 


19. Do you think that “mixed marriages” often prevent 
people from working as actively in the church as they would 
like to? 


20. Many of our people belong to social, business, pro- 
fessional and other secular clubs, societies and organizations. 
(Do you think that these often usurp so much of their time 
and energy that they have none left for work in the church? 


21. These secular organizations are frequently more strict 
in urging active participation of their members. How can 
we encourage our people to put Christ and His church first? 
What about a man who resigns from a church office because 
he is too “tied up” in his secular club? 
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The Way to God Through Suffering 


By Maud Royden 


During the whole long course of two world wars there 
was one thing that never failed to surprise and delight us. 
It was what the Ministry of Health used to call “the stub- 
born good health of the nation.” The conditions in which 
thousands of people spent night after night in air-raid shel- 
ters were, especially in the earlier years of war, unspeak- 
able. That there should not be outbreaks of all manner of 
infectious diseases starting in them would thave seemed 
beforehand an impossibility. But the impossibility was a- 
chieved. The epidemics did not happen. The explanation 
was partly a quality of the mind. People were so strung 
up, so determined to rise to the needs of the time and do 
their duty, that they had, to use a common phrase, “no 
time to be ill.” (Still it remains one of the miracles of mod- 
ern medical science that we should on the whole have sus- 
tained with immunity such fearful conditions for so long. 

Will you think it strange if now, nearly nine years since 
the bombs ceased to fall, T find my mind dwelling on the 
legacy of ill health—of sheer physical and mental suffering 
—that the long agony of war has left behind? And it is 
suffering peculiarly hard to bear because it seems so futile. 
To suffer and die for a great cause, chosen by oneself—to 
be a martyr, in fact—is a thing that can be understood and 
accepted. But there is a weight of pain in the world now 
that we have not wanted or chosen; that seems futile and 
senseless. We see people brutalised by it. Too often we feel 
our hearts made callous by the incessant calls on our sym- 
pathy; when appeals to help this or that mass of suffering 
make us shut out the thought of it because, if we think of 
it, it is unbearable. 

‘How can we hope to find in such suffering—our own or 
others’—any approach to God? I do not know “how” but 
I do know it can be so. Some time ago there were broad- 
cast the stories of four men who, in the hands of the 
enemy, had suffered terms of imprisonment in solitary 
confinement. The terms varied and TI think the longest 
was two years. All those men found God. Three became 
Christians; the fourth, though he did not find a definite 
religious creed, yet found God. These men did not choose 
that suffering. And what could have seemed more futile 
than the form in which it came: solitary confinement? 
Yet I am surely not the only person who gathered from 
them inspiration and a stronger faith in the power of God. 

That is true of much suffering. The pain that others 
bear without a murmur gives the rest of us fresh courage. 
And if that is so, how can we think it futile?) The very 
terror and greatness of the world’s suffering is a reason 
for accepting ours in a way that may help some other. I 
say, with all the earnestness in my power, to all who suf- 
fer, that their courage has again and again given me cour- 
age and their faith in God brought me back to ‘God. “It is 
true,” a friend of mine writes, “that by the grace of God the 
sufferer can triumph over intolerable pain.” 


Strength to endure 


“A woman I knew had appalling arthritis in her neck. 
Her head was forced down upon her chest so that she 
could not even see to read and she suffered excruciating 
pain. But I never saw her other than triumphant. Her 
room was like a sanctuary. No one who came to see her 
went away unhelped by her serene courage and unbroken 
faith. If ever I felt the divine presence it was in her room.” 

Let me tell you of another kind of courage. I met two 
refugees from Germany just before the second world war. 
Though Christian by faith they were Jewish by birth. 
They arrived here without friends, without money, without 
youth and strength to start a new life. One of them said 


to me: “We sometimes think we ought to thank Goc 
Hitler.” “Why?” I asked in amazement, and the an 
came: “Because he has taught us that we need not 
but God. Hitler has taken from us everything else 
now we know that God is enough. ‘Alone He suffice 
‘Such was their approach to God. Who that heard 1 
would not humbly seek to find Him also, who has ¢ 
such strength unto men? 

Pain is enriching 

I love happiness. I long for it myself and even mor 
my friends. And yet I ask myself how many of us r 
find God if we have never known anything but happi1 
How many lives do we feel have really been worth h 
into which no pain has come? I dwell on this becat 
know it to be true of many of us. I do not forget th 
leaves much unexplained. I cannot offer an explana 
I see indeed that in a world which has so turned ¢ 
from God, so defied His laws, there must be suffering. 
to say that is only to push the problem one step f 
back, for how did evil enter a world made perfect 
perfect God? We cannot say. We build our house on sg 
it falls and crushes us. We know that we must 
houses—homes are a necessity for us: and if anyone b 
badly, there may be sometimes, no doubt, innocent pé 
crushed under the ruins, Some of them are more than n 
ly innocent: some have given warnings, have foresee 
crash, have tried to prop the building up. In vain: 
too are crushed. And—here is the strangest thing— 
very people are often the last to complain, the last | 
to wish for safety. SSome of the greatest words in the 
are those of a man who saw the coming disasters 
people were bringing on themselves. He prayed thus: ° 
people have sinned a great sin and have made them | 
of gold. Yet now, if Thou wilt, forgive their sin; 
not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book.” 

A number of societies today study the religions of 
kind. (On its official notepaper one such society 
heading running across the top of each sheet. It co 
representations of the jgreat founders of religions, each 
characteristic pose. Some are teaching or preaching, 
are reading, some are wrapped in meditation. Onl 
is suffering. Only Jesus of Nazareth hangs on a cross, 
this reason I feel, as millions have felt, that only Jes 
Nazareth can meet me in my utmost extremity. F 
only shown to us “triumphant over pain.” 
The God who suffered 

There are still questions that we long to answer, | 
that are wrung from us by our own or others’ pai 
which, it seems, there comes no answer from a remot 
powerful, unheeding God. To this I answer only one | 
—the thing that made and keeps me not only in beli 
God but in the Christian idea of God. Of all the 
founders of world-faiths there is only this One wh 
teach us what Christ taught; for there is only One ' 
crucified. 

Here is a passage from Dora Greenwell’s book, Coll 
Crucis: 

That death of anguish which Scripture declares / 

“necessary” though it does not explain wherein its 

necessity resides, convinced me that God was not: 

tent to throw, as theologians and moralists can ¢ 

easily, the whole weight and accountability of sin 

suffering upon men, but was willing, if this bi 

might not as yet be removed, to share it with this 

finite, heavily burdened creature. When I looked 
(Continued on page 11) 
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-URCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 


tive Publicity On Youth 
sted By Church Leaders 
buque, lowa—The current flood 
Pgative publicity concerning A- 
fan youth was strongly protest- 
fre by youth leaders of eight Lu- 
mm. church bodies. 
nat our youth on whom our future 
under God should be judged by 
orst element among them seems 
der of a segment of irresponsible 
jalism,” said a statement issued 
i e All Lutheran Youth Leaders 
pcil of America at its annual meet- 
it Wartburg Senginary, Jan. 4-6. 
f= statement, the ‘Council said, 
made on behalf of “all idealistic 
‘ican youth who have made a 
1 commitment of their life, Chris- 
| Jew, or agnostic,” and as an 
ession of its concern over the 
mt emphasis on wayward youth in 
rublic press. 
f= Council went on to say that 
ccommend and encourage those 
bzines and newspapers which en- 
or to emphasize the positive ele- 
5S among American youth.” 
pe further assert,” it said, “that 
mroblem is not juvenile delinquen- 
ut youth’s redemption as well 
f= redemption of us all under the 
map of ‘Christ.’ 
© Council is composed of the 
. leaders of the United Luther- 
lhurch in America, Lutheran 
h-Missouri Synod, Evangelical 
eran ‘Church, American WLuther- 
Thurch, Augustana Lutheran 
h, Lutheran Free ‘Church, and 
od Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
ojects discussed at the two-day 
in here include sex education, 
al counselling, youth evangelism, 
lism, and various program and 
tion techniques concerned with 
. work. 


Stockholm Bishop Asks 
ral Of ‘High Church’ Practices 
kholm—Revival of “high church” 
Lees such as making the sign of 
"ross and more widespread prac- 
bof Confession in the (State Lu- 
1) Church of Sweden was urged 
e new Bishop of Stockholm, the 
Helge Ljungberg, in his first pas- 
letter. 
- bishop also called for increased 
al activity by the State Church 
sth local and national levels and 
review of the Church’s stand on 
ion, which has been legalized 
eden. 
proposals have created wide 
tsion among the public and by 
ress. 
nop Ljungberg noted, on the 
»on of liturgical practices, that 
edish Church is “the only one 


which has withdrawn itself from the 
symbol that is central to the Chris- 
tian |belief.” 

“The sign of the Cross is not an 
exclusively Roman Catholic posession,” 
he said, “since the Protestant Refor- 
mation did not abolish it. Neither did 
it abolish the Confession.” ’ 

Justifying his e4ll for more Church 
participation in political life, Bishop 
Ljungberg said that this is strongly 
underscored by “the experience of 
other countries.” 


“Many people believe that the time 
has come to form a new political party 
that would concern itself with human 
beings rather than their standard of 
living,” he said. “People with a Chris- 
tian point of view ought to participate 
more actively in political life. As it 
is now, Free Church followers in this 
country seem to be more active po- 
litically than do those of the State 
Church.” 


Raising the question of whether it 
is “necessary and desirable to legal- 
ize a procedure that diminishes a per- 
son’s right to live,” the prelate said 
the abortion law does just that to 
the unborn child and thus impinges 
upon “the holiness of life.’ He urged 
that an objective study of the ques- 
tion of abortion be made jointly by 
Church and government experts. 


The bishop deplored the fact that 
new housing developments in Sweden 
generally provide for all types of so- 
cial activities but seldom for a State 
church. 


“No new ‘State church has ‘been built 
in ‘Stockholm in the past 25 years,” 
he said. As an example, he pointed 
out that there has been no new con- 
struction in Enskede parish here al- 
though its population has grown in 
the period from 19,000 to 113,000. 


1654—American Jewish 
Tercentenary—1954 

Beginning with ‘September, (1954, 
and ending with May, 1955, Jews of 
America will be celebrating the 300th 
Anniversary of the arrival of the first 
group of Jewish immigrants to the 
United States. 


It was in September, 1654, that the 
St. Charles sailed up the Hudson and 
deposited twenty-three Jewish refugees 
from Brazil on American soil. There 
was no \Castle (Garden or Ellis Island 
to receive them. New Amsterdam— 
now New York City—was then only 
a small Dutch Village with a popu- 
lation of less than a thousand burghers. 
But to these hounded Jewish settlers, 
it was a haven of refuge. 

New Amsterdam became New York 
—under the British crown, and New 
York grew to be the largest city of 
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the U.S.A. Republic. Despite the tre- 
mendous changes, New York has re- 
mained the Zion of the Land of Free- 
dom to Jewish people the world over! 

For the last 300 years Jewish im- 
migrants arriving in New York have 
been scattering all over the US.A. 
They threw themselves heartily into 
the building of this great country, 
Farmers, educators, military men, ar- 
tisans, business men, financiers, civil 
servants—no occupation was closed to 
them, no honor denied them. 


In their prosperity, the Jewish peo- 
ple contributed to the prosperity of the 
country. It is the prosperity of the 
citizens that spells out the prosperity 
of a nation. Writes the historian Os- 
car Handlin: ‘(Looking backward 
from 1954, the three-hundred years 
of Jewish life in the U.S. seem an 
adventure in freedom.” 

This freedom—this “fair-play”—this 
particular approach to human life and 
dignity—does not spring from the soil 
of America nor from its lakes or 
rivers, beautiful as they are; it springs 
from the American conscience which 
was trained and disciplined in Evan- 
gelical Christianity. We fortify Amer- 
ican freedom as we fortify the citadel 
of Biblical Christianity in the land. 

Let freedom ring! 


—From “The Dawn” 


Call For Church- 
State Vigilance 


Kansas City, Mo.—At its recent 
meeting in Salina, the Methodist Cen- 
tral Kansas annual conference heard 
from a special committee a report re- 
affirming Methodist belief in the prin- 
ciple of church-state separation. Point- 
ing out that a 1952 survey produced 
evidence that this principle is being 
violated in 51 schools in 29 Kansas 
counties, the report said that the prin- 
ciple “must be recognized as extend- 
ing not only to the prohibition against 
the establishment of a state religion 
in the United States ... but also a- 
gainst all use of public funds for par- 
ochial or church-related and church- 
controlled schools at all levels, and to 
every other segment of American life 
where the principle is in danger of 
being violated.” The report further 
stated: “We believe in our American 
system of public schools, and pledge 
ourselves to take a Christian stand a- 
gainst every agency set up to under- 
mine, corrupt or destroy (that) sys- 
tem.” In conclusion, the committee re- 
commended that pastors and laymen 
avail themselves of information obtain- 
able through the National Council of 
Churches’ department of religious lib- 
erty, and commended membership in 
(Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State. 


< 
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How Rural Is the Lutheran Church? 


With Special Reference to U.E.L.C. 


By Betty Westrom 


Is the Lutheran Church developing programs geared 
to serving a cross section of our society? A new study 


Although America’s rural population is declining 
centage wise, 42% of the total population still live 


just published by the Division of American Missions of ¢ incorporated places of 2500 or under. If we are to s 


the National Lutheran Council, “A Profile of the Lu- 
theran Church,’ nudges the reader into taking a good 
look at the condition of the church in the rural areas. 
Dr. E. W. Mueller, secretary of the Council’s Rural 
Church Program, directed the work. 

The study points out that we tend to idealize the 
friendly little church—the church where the same three 
women have served together at the Ladies’ Aid meeting 
for the last 10 years, a church where most of the men 
know what Bill Radtke planted in his “back 40” last 
spring. We like to think of these sturdy groups of solid 
Christian citizens living the good life out in the beauti- 
ful countryside. 

But what is actually happening to the Lutheran 
Church out in the rural areas? By means of graphs, the 
profile of church membership in various states is com- 
pared with the general population profile of the state. 
Statistics from each synodical body are also compiled for 
each state. Figures used are based on the 1950 census 
and on the yearbooks of the various synodical groups 
for that year. 

The disease of restlessness which afflicts all of America 
has made inroads in the country, too. As the farms grow 
larger and the rural families smaller, the rural popula- 
tion declines steadily. 

People without roots, who live in the same place for 
only two or three years at a time, tend to remain aloof. 
They do not become active in community or church af- 
fairs, because they don’t expect to be around long 
enough. 

The traditionally rural Lutheran Church cannot view 
this trend and other changes taking place on the rural 
scene without becoming concerned. Lutheran churches 
are growing in the cities because they are being “fed” 
by the rural churches. The members and the leadership 
are being drawn from these small places where the birth 
rates are high and the out-migration is extensive. 

In its early years on the American scene, the mission 
activity of the Lutheran Church was rural mission ac- 
tivity. Newly formed congregations simply “gathered 
up” the Lutherans who had migrated from Germany or 
the Scandinavian countries, most of them farmers. As 
the Lutherans moved into the cities the church followed 
them there, but it was always a case of ministering to 
“our people.” 

If the Lutheran Church is to be a truly American 
church, however, it must serve a cross section of Ameri- 
can society. Its work must have broad geographical 
coverage, must be beamed to both the metropolitan and 
the rural areas, must win souls from various national 
and racial backgrounds. 


a cross section of the population, Lutheran member, 
should be approximately 42% rural. The study rev 
that 59% of our congregations are rural, but they k 
only 37% of our total membership. 

The United Evangelical Lutheran Church is at leas 
“rural” as the general population. Forty-one per cen 
its approximately 45,000 members live in towns of 2 
and below or in the open country. Just 33% of its m 
bers live in cities of more than 25,000. 


In a 14-state region containing 46% of the nati 
population, 81% of America’s Lutherans are found. 
most all of our Lutheran Church members are con 
trated in these north central and lake states. Inclu 
are the traditional Scandinavian and German str 
holds of the Upper Midwest—the Dakotas, Minnes 


Iowa, and Wisconsin. | 


When compared with America’s mushrooming 


urban population, the home mission prospects in 
America seem poor. Why should a church extend i 
forts in scattered villages which have little or no gra 
when it can move into a booming suburb and score 
most automatic success in membership gains? 

To talk about rural missions when the suburban 
big city mission opportunities exceed the supply of | 
tors may seem a little like scouring the entire forest 
a pail of berries when you can buy them all clean 
neatly packaged at the supermarket. The lure of a qi 
harvest is unmistakable. 

But every year America’s rural church member, 
declines at a faster rate than does its population. E 
year a smaller percentage of our country people be: 
to the church. Immortal souls are being lost out in) 
green and wind-swept places, now the most unchurc 
in the nation. Only 40% of America’s country pei 
belong to any church, which compares with 57% in 
nation as a whole. 

What happens to a single congregation in any pC 
lation category is of vital concern to the total ch: 
The church, like a mighty army, must move forware 
all fronts. 

A lack of opportunity in the rural areas? Today 
have approximately 37,500,000 unchurched people 
rural America. Each of them is a potential mem 
the Christian Church, and no denomination can 
to relax its missionary efforts while those millio 
main outside of the fellowship. : 

Obviously, it would be impossible to plant 
churches in every small community which is wit 
a Lutheran Church, for the rural mission task is 

(Continued on page 8) 
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arly two years ago one of our former students was to 
back for his second year, and disappointed us. Two 
later he came and told us the reasons for his delay. 
efore he was to start for Kobe he was called by the 
}, if he could come and help them out. They had been 
to a cheap hotel where a young couple had committed 
is generally called “double suicide.” The girl was dead 
me young man had stood the poison better, and they 
/umped him out, but he was mad at them and tried to 
lis life. 
ing Ishimara had tried much and had seen a good deal 
wuble himself. During the war he lost all his direct 
wes and was about as desperate as he could be. But 
jone of our theological students who was working in the 
ry met him and gave him new hope through the gos- 
ror Ishimura it was an entirely new life that started, 
»x Kino, the theological student, it was also a great en- 
ement, a seal on the call he had felt and followed, 
ly the beginning of a successful ministry. 
mout any relations to hinder him and without any 
to take his time it was suggested that he spend at 
ome time in the Bible Institute here. He came. He 
d and before he was aware of it himself he was in the 
or the Lord, so that after a full year here, he went to 
the oldest capital of Japan, still in existence, The 
»gian Lutheran Mission ‘Society, the oldest in Norway, 
arted work there shortly before. For a full year Ishi- 
yorked and won souls for Christ. And it was thought 
e both deserved and would profit by another year 
the Bible Institute, and then this call came to him 
s he was ready to start. 
spent 24 hours with the young man, who had served 
n term, getting out he and his girl found that there 
o hope of ever getting permission to marry and so 
ade a suicide pact, which he was not going to back 
no matter how much the police might interfere. Ishi- 
as given grace to convince him that there was hope 
, if only he would turn to Christ and accept Him as 
vior, and this he promised to do, and so the police 
d him to Ishimura who took him to his little room in 
aching place and introduced him to his successor, an- 
of our students who earlier had been a confirmed 
rd in spite of his youth. He knew also the power of 
rd and the two became good friends. Before Christ- 
was ready for baptism and he had then already con- 
his parents and other relatives that he might become 
they need not be ashamed of. He applied also for ad- 
ce to Bible School and while there was no doubt of 
version, we wanted to be sure of: his perseverance 
was asked to postpone that a year or two. Among 
ho were strongly impressed by his change of heart 
€ was a cousin, who was baptized soon after. Both 
rom very good homes and of more than average abili- 
d he is now here at the Bible School, hoping to take 
work of an evangelist next spring. 
ther young man that came here last spring, was ac- 
after considerable thought and not a little doubt as 
benefits he might derive, for he was regarded as a 
md dumb, and brought up as such, until he at about 15 
the Kyushu Gakuin, the big boys’ school in Kuma- 
f which Dr. Inadomi was the principal for almost a 
»f years. He managed to graduate as one of the more 
ful pupils. Mr. Kumabe became deaf and dumb while 
child. His left ear has been absolutely useless, the 
las some degree of hearing, and a hearing aid helps 
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SNAP-SHOTS 


By J. M. T. Winther 


him some; for the rest he depends on lip reading. 

When he came here his purpose was to learn so much 
that he could take up the work among the very many who 
are completely deaf and dumb. Nothing whatever was done 
for them until some 30 years ago. One of the more promi- 
nent missionaries had a daughter that proved to be com- 
pletely deaf and dumb from birth. That mother wanted 
something done for her little girl, and finding another mis- 
sionary who had taught in a deaf and dumb institute in A- 
merica, they started the first school for such unfortunates 
here. Today there are 180 of them, most of them run by the 


government, more than 100,000 graduates have gone out from 
them. 


A few years ago we succeeded in getting a young woman 
to work among them in Kyushu, and quite a number were 
won for the Lord. She was not a Lutheran, so she left us 
when her own denomination had found how valuable a 
worker she was. Now Kumabe wanted to take over her 
work. About 5-6 weeks ago he got a very violent inflamma- 
tion of the middle ear, and had to be sent to the hospital 
for an operation. That relieved him, but the interesting 
thing is that one day he heard perfectly well with that ear 
for the space of half an hour, then it slowly vanished again, 
but it has given him a hope. During the summer he stayed 
on here in the Kobe region, working among the pupils in 
deaf and dumb institutes. The work took him so that he 
was more than ever determined to make it his life-work. 
But he has at the same time determined that he wants full 
theological training, and so he has applied for entrance into 
our theological seminary in Tokyo from next April. 

He is a gifted young man with a warm heart and win- 
some ways. We are full of hope for what he may do among 
those who are left very much to themselves and who for 
that very reason are more apt to respond to the Gospel. 


Torii was the name of a young girl who accidently heard 
something of the gospel. It caught her attention and arous- 
ed hopes in her heart. But at once when her relatives heard 
of it the most violent opposition was her lot. To go tochurch 
she had to pretend that she went to the movies. And when 
her conscience no longer permitted her to use that subter- 
fuge she simply had to stay at home. Her Bible was burned, 
anything that came from the church was likewise burned. 
An older sister, who had married, finally had pity on her 
and helped her to get away from the home. It was arranged 
that she could get work as a servant girl with a Norwegian 
family if she wanted to take such a job. She was willing to 
do anything if she could be permitted to hear more about 
Christ. Her parents and a younger brother who had been 
especially mean to her, now told her that she was lost to 
them, and they did not want to see her again. 


However, she carried on and was baptized, and became a 
good ‘Sunday school teacher. She was then sent here, and 
she has proved to be a good student. But the interesting 
thing is that Ishimura (whom I started to tell about) regu- 
larly went to her home and brought them news: of her, act- 
ing as if he did not know any better. When I visited him 
he took me there, and the parents were as polite as they 
could be. And then one day a letter came from them, in- 
viting her to come and visit them. Her staunch attitude and 
her happy letters which she never neglected to send them, 
has at length convinced them that instead of being spoiled, 
she is better than ever. We have hopes that the day may 


soon come when more from that bigoted home will find the 


way to the church. 
(Continued on page 15) 
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HOW RURAL IS THE LUTHERAN CHURCH? 
(Continued from page 6) 
one part of the responsibility of the Lutheran Church. 
There will be new parishes, of course, but the real 
strengthening of the rural church must be in the rural 
congregations already established. 

With the Lutheran churches working together under 
the Division of American Missions of the National Lu- 
theran Council, duplication of effort is being eliminated 
in the planning of new work. Even in the more estab- 
lished areas, where there is a surplus of Lutheran 
churches, there is the possibility of consolidating par- 
ishes, freeing a pastor to work in a field where the need 
is greater. 

A rural parish must no longer be treated as a train- 
ing school for young pastors, where a man is stationed. 
until he can be “promoted” to a city parish, nor as a 
spot for the semi-retirement of older pastors who have 
served out their usefulness in an urban setting. 

Seminaries are begining to see the need for special 
training in rural work for men who feel called to serve 
in this important field. The best possible leadership is 
required if we are to have a growing Lutheran church 
in an area of declining population. 

The unchurched people in rural America today are 
not like the unchurched people who were gathered into 
the Lutheran churches a century ago. At that time they 
were Lutheran immigrants, good Christian people who 
were waiting for the organized church to catch up 
with them. Today’s rural areas are spiritually “burned 
over.” They are populated by many who are without 
religious training or inclination. They are the spiritually 
indifferent who must be won for Christ through ener- 
getic effort. 

Some of the problems involved are pointed out by Dr. 
Mueller in the study. For example, to interest the 1,691,- 
621 members that live in towns below 1,000 in a program 
of nation-wide evangelism, it is necessary to have ac- 
tivity in 7,706 congregations; whereas the 2,303,263 who 
live in cities above 25,000 can be reached by having 
activity in only 3,377 congregations. 

“When such programs are initiated,” it is the practice 
to hold mass meetings in the larger population centers,” 
Dr. Mueller points out, “and the influence of these mass 
meetings is expected to trickle back into the smaller 
units. That is why they often feel forgotten.” 

“Another problem, closely related to this, is the fact 
that for an effective evangelism program among the 
62 million people who live in the open country or in 
towns below 2,500, we have to cover millions of square 
miles and have activity in 14,254 places. On the other 
hand, the 51 million who live in cities of 25,000 or over 
can be reached by having activity in 483 places. Dis- 
tance is a social cost that the church needs to consider 
if it wishes to carry on an adequate ministry to the 
scattered people of our nation.” 

In no section of the country has the Lutheran Church 
so neglected its opportunities as it has in the South. In 
this most rural of all regions in the United States, the 
small amount of Lutheran activity has been almost ex- 
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clusively urban. The United Lutheran Church in Ar 
ica has a few parishes in each of the southern states, 
they are almost all city parishes. 

More than half of Georgia’s citizens live in town 
less than 1,000 or in the open country, but only 1 
of Georgia’s Lutherans live in those places. Indeed, ' 
of the Lutherans live in cities of 25,000 or above. 

Mississippi, the least Lutheran of all Southern sté 
is the most rural of them all, with 62% of the people 
ing in incorporated places of 1,000 or less or in the c 
country. There are only 2,050 Lutherans in Mississi 
and only 29% of these are in towns of less than 1 
or in the open country. 

Clearly, if the Lutheran Church is to achieve its 
of serving a cross section of the American oa 
must consider more rural work in the South. Is Ar 
ica’s population 10% Negro? All right, then the Luthe 
Church should be 10% Negro; and a large share of 4 
Negroes are living in the South. 

The Southern churches have had more than t 
share of difficulties. There is a high rate of tena 
the land is in poor condition, the economic life of 
region has been insecure. There are numerous s: 
churches, badly supported and poorly attended. Is t! 
any real opportunity here for the Church of the Re 
mation? | 

The South must be considered as an area of resp¢ 
bility because of its high birth rate, if for no other 
son. In 17 southeastern states you will find one 
of the nation’s children under 14; and three-fourt 
them are in the rural areas. | 

Recent studies point out that the South is experien 
a renaissance. Industry and medium-sized cities are 
veloping very rapidly, and many agricultural towns 
also feeling a new community spirit. The Lut 
Church can be a factor in this renaissance if it will 
ry its message to the Southern people. 

Southerners have been known to respond to the 
tional approach of the poorly-educated revivalist pre 
er. He was able to set them aflame for a brief time 
cause he mingled with the people and preached | 
manner which aroused them emotionally. Now, howe 
there is evidence that there is no staying power in 
doctrines of the emotional sects. 

A community-building church must have mem 
of mature faith who have been educated to respon! 
Christian usefulness. The Lutheran Church, wit 
well-trained clergy and its sound doctrinal base! 
have a strong appeal for those who have had thei 
of unsubstantial revivalism—if the church will only 
to the people. 

To gain headway in the South, the Lutheran Ch 
might well begin in those places where it has alr 
established bridgeheads, mostly in the larger te 
The outreach of missionary activity could go from 1 
places out into the smaller villages and farms. 

Florida’s small villages are growing rapidly. The 
has 1,162,764 people living in towns below 2,500, v 
is 311,141 more than in 1940. The Lutheran Churcl 
remained content to minister to the good Luth 


yer cities of Florida to retire. In towns of 2,500 or 
we have eight congregations for 1,162,764 people. 
New England, the Lutheran Church is definitely a 
rity church. In Vermont and New Hampshire, Lu- 
ans comprise only .2% of the population. There are 
five Lutheran congregations in Vermont, none of 
affiliated with the United Evangelical Lutheran 
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pew England’s population may not be composed of 
people,” people with a Lutheran Church back- 
and; but a church which hopes to minister to a geo- 
hical cross section of the United States cannot af- 
to write off a region with a population of 9,314,453 
fillions of them unchurched. 


if the “Mountain States,’ only Montana has an ap- 
siable Lutheran strength. In that state there are 233 
eran congregations, but most of these are located 
ne Great Plains rather than in the mountainous area. 
prado has 143 congregations; Arizona, 45; New Mex- 
21; Utah, 11; and Wyoming, 37. 

hese states are significant because of their rapid 
ation growth during the past decade. The states 
predominantly rural, and the greatest numerical 
h in population has been in the rural category, 
hough percentage-wise the cities have enjoyed the 
atest growth. 

theran mission emphasis, however has been dis- 
Dortionately urban. The most striking example of this 
Hency is New Mexico, where 68% of the Lutherans 
in cities of 25,000 and above, while only 22% of the 
[1 population lives in cities of this size. Only 3% 
e Lutherans live in towns below 2,500 cr in the 
"1 country, while 50 % of the state’s residents are in 

population category. 


peaching the unchurched people in their isolated 
ntain homes is not an easy task, but they have not 
declared “out of bounds” for missionary effort, so 
rchurch must reach them. 


e re-awakening South, populous New England, the 
sely settled mountain states—all these are areas 
sre the Lutheran Church is comparatively weak. Be- 
se these regions do not coniain many people of Lu- 
-an background, becoming established there is a dif- 
ft task. Co-operating Lutheran bodies may wish to 
=n certain areas for development by one particular 
>dical group, or they may wish to have all the synods 
-e the responsibility. How it is done is not important; 
it is important that it be done, somehow. 


utheran home mission activity in the booming West 
sst states has resulted in impressive gains during the 

few years, but almost all of the new missions have 
4 established in the cities and in the suburbs. 


ixty-eight per cent of the UELC membership in Cal- 
nia, for example, is concentrated in cities of 25,000 
more population. In Oregon, with 51.4% of the peo- 
living in rural communities, the UELC has all three 
+s congregations in cities of 25,000 or more inhabi- 
“Se 
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The Far West is one of the most unchurched areas 
in the nation, particularly in rural areas. Only 22% of 
the residents of the Pacific Northwest states have mem- 
bership in any church. In the Western specialty-crop 
areas of California, farming is a vast commercialized 
industry, with much of the field work done my mi- 
grant laborers. There is very little real rural community 
life. Open country churches are few, and most of the 
rural people do not bother to go into town to attend 
church. 

These spiritually neglected people must be brought 
within the orbit of church activity, in spite of the fact 
that their background will make the going difficult. Here; 
again, the Lutheran churches will have to work out- 
ward from the cities in which they have established 
thriving congregations and seek to reach the unchurch- 
ed millions. 

New areas of rural mission endeavor must not be 
opened up at the expense of the heartland of Lutheran- 
ism, the north central and lake states. This is the region 
in which 81% of all American Lutherans live, an area 
comprised of North and South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Nebraska, Illinois, Indiana, Dela- 
ware, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. 

In none of these states can the church consider its 
mission accomplished. North Dakota, where the Lutheran 
Church has 41% of the total church population, is the 
most Lutheran state in the union. There are still 51% 
of the residents of that state, however, who have no 
church membership. The Lutheran Church should be 
expected to bear the largest mission responsibility in 
reaching the unchurched. Effectiveness of the Lutheran 
witness in this state is hampered by competition among 
the various Lutheran groups, resulting in loss of man- 
power. 

With Blair, Nebraska, as its home base, the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is primarily, a regional 
church. Its strongest states are Iowa, with 33 congrega- 
tions; Nebraska, with 29; Wisconsin, with 28; Minnesota, 
with 15; and California with 15. With the exception 
of California, all of these states are in the area directly 
around ‘Blair. There are only 19 states in which the 
UELC has any work at all. 

We have said that the Lutheran Church should seek 
to minister to a cross section of America, reaching peo- 
ple in all states, of every nationality and social status, 
in the city and in the country. Does this imply that 
every synodical body has a duty to minister to people 
in every state? 

Obviously this would not be feasible for a group like 
the UELC, with only slightly more than 45,000 members. 
If the synod were to begin mission activity in every 
state, it would have to “spread itself too thin.” 

It is not essential that each synodical body should 
minister to a cross section of the American people, just 
so the Lutheran Church as a whole is moving in that 
direction. The UELC will wish to evaluate its resources 
to determine how they may best be used to help the 
Lutheran Church to achieve better geographical cover- 
age and to minister to a cross section of society. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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an old story retold 


William Reed, the barber, had a 
good business, a fine shop, and his 
patrons were the best people of the 
city of Bath, in south-western Eng- 
land. Yet there was a frown on 
his brow, for a few words spoken 
by the minister that Sunday morn- 
ing many years ago had spoiled 
his whole day! The more he 
thought of it the more troubled he 
became. 

“ “Remember the sabbath day, to 
keep it holy,’ ” the minister had 
quoted from the Bible. 

Reed went to see the minister. 
“If I close my doors on Sunday, “I 
will lose my rich customers, and I 
will be reduced to beggary.” 

The minister replied, “This is 
God’s promise: ‘If any man serve 
Me, let him follow Me; and where 
I am, there shall also My servant 
be: if any man serve Me, him will 
my Father honor’ ” (John 12:26). 

They prayed together, and the 
barber committed his way unto the 
Lord. 

With time, William Reed saw his 
business dwindle, until he had to 
sell his shop and take a cellar un- 
der an old market-house. Only the 
poor or the laboring people came 
to him now. Black doubts would 
sometimes torment him with his 
bitter lot, and then he would turn 
his thoughts to the Saviour, and 
his heart would be lightened again. 

One day toward evening a man 
hurried in and sat down on the 
chair. 
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BARBER’S REWARD 
by J. B. Tweter 


“Give me a haircut quickly, will 
you?” the stranger said, “I have to 
be on the road again. Tomorrow 
is Sunday, and I always keep that 
day holy to the Lord.” 

Reed hastened to obey, but un- 
bidden tears made it hard for him 
to see how to cut the man’s hair. 
Seeing the tears, the stranger asked 
kindly, “Please tell me what is 
troubling you.” 

“IT see by your words that you 
honor the Sabbath, too,” William 
Reed explained. “It is good to meet 
another Christian. I would be glad 
if you will remember me in your 
prayers. Sometimes I am tempted 
in my present circumstances. You 
see, once I had a good barber busi- 
ness, due to my Sunday work, but 
when I became a Christian, I quit 
Sunday business, and—and now, I 
have come to this poor place, and 
the devil mocks me for my faith in 
God—” 

“How strange!” exclaimed the 
customer. “I must come back again 
when I have more time to hear 
your story! By the way, what is 
your name?” 

“William Reed, Sir.” 

“What?” The stranger gasped, 
jumping up from the chair and 
staring at the barber as if he were 
a ghost. “William Reed! By your 
dialect you sound like you could 
have come from the west.” 

“Yes, Sir, from Kingston, near 
Taunton,” the barber replied, sur- 
prised at the look and attitude of 


“Here We Stand” or Luther League 


A controversy which may go 
down in history as “the case of the 
Young People’s Luther League of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
versus the United Nations” has 
given a bad headache to the San 
Francisco city fathers. Their heads 
may ache for some time. 

It is not that the Luther League 


has anything against the United 
Nations. Neither do the United 
Nations plan police or other action 
against the Luther League. But 
somebody invited both to use San 
Francisco’s Civic Auditorium—and 
leased it to them for the same week 
next June. 

The Luther League, which ex- 
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his patron. “But I can’t understa 
your surprise.” 


“What was your father’s name 
the stranger asked eagerly. 


“Thomas.” 
“Had he any brothers?” | 


“Yes, Sir. I was named after o 
of them, who went to the Indi 
But we never heard from him; 
have given him up for dead.” 

The stranger appeared delighti 
“T am a lawyer,” he told Reed, “a 
I was just going to see a man wW 
says his name is William Reed, 
Kingston, near Taunton. It is q 
likely that he is an impostor. Y 
must come with me and confr 
him. If you are indeed the genui 
William Reed I have good news 
you! Your uncle in the Indies di 
and has left a big fortune for ye 
But first we must remove all les 
doubts as to your identity!” 

The Christian lawyer and Re 
were able to prove the man 
Kingston to be an impostor. T 
lawyer had advertised for h 
without sucess, but God had 1] 
him to the humble barbershop y 
der the old market-house to fi 
the rightful heir to the uncle’s vz 
fortune. After a period of seve 
testing, God had kept His promi 
and honored William Reed becau 
the barber had sought faithfully 
keep the Lord’s commandment. 


“Tllustrations of the Divine Gover 
ment, in Remarkable Providence 


Versus U.N. 


pects some 7,000 delegates to 
16th biennial convention June 
26, was invited to San Francis 
as far back as in 1953. It made 
$1,000 deposit as long ago as | 
February, and signed a contract 
the use of the Civic Auditori 
last September. 
Then the person or persons 
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| ible for the Civic Auditorium 
H ently forgot all about the 
mer League. In December the 

Francisco Board of Supervis- 
‘extended an invitation to the 
ted Nations (founded here in 
) to hold a commemorative 
h anniversary session in the 
ce Auditorium. 


| 

| e United Nations accepted, and 
vas announced that the session 
ld be held from June 20 to 26. 


though the Luther Leaguers 
i d not mind having UN dele- 
ks in their midst, they thought 

convention agenda might dif- 


THE WAY TO GOD THROUGH SUFFERING 
(Continued from page 4) 
yy agonised and dying God, and turned from that world- 
*pealing sight, Christ crucified for us, to look upon 
se’s most perplexed and sorrowful contradictions, I was 
*t met with the cold platitudes that fall so lightly 
fom the lips of those whose hearts have never known 
2 real pang nor whose lives one crushing blow. I was 
»t told that all things are ordered for the best, nor 
sured that the overwhelming disparities of life were 
it apparent; but I was met, from the eyes and brows 


YS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


i2n of Dannebrog, Nebraska. Being 

vout family man, he takes every 
wrtunity possible to be at home 

his wife and four children, Jer- 

16; Michael, 11; Gregory, 7, and 
tn Ann, 4. 

.e Church has always been at the 
far of his spiritual life. His con- 

for the church can be seen in his 
iness to serve in every way pos- 

. His work and activity as an as- 
olyman and building contractor 
lily reveals his strong Christian 
facter. 

1 Sunday, Jan. 9th, the congrega- 
fIhad the privilege of presenting to 
}-” a beautiful leather bound Bible 
fais office in Sacramento. 


uma, Calif—Pella Lutheran 
bsh—Rev. A. Husted Christensen, 
por. 

! Kirkegaard is attending Uni- 
‘ y of California at Berkeley, 
he he is a freshman majoring in 
}mical Engineering. He was 
nded a $400 scholarship by the 
fra Lions Club on the basis of 


a 
‘| 
iy 
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fer slightly from that of the world 
organization. Nonetheless, the Rev. 
Carroll L. Hinderlie the YPLL di- 
rector, came here from Minneapo- 
lis, to see if arrangements for joint 
use of the auditorium might be 
worked out. 


They cannot, it was found, be- 
cause Luther League decorations 
would have to come down during 
UN sessions, and, in turn, installa- 
tions made for the UN by the city 
at an estimated cost of $150,000 
would get in the way of the leagu- 
ers. 


Mr. Hinderlie, having a contract 
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in his pocket, pointed out “gently 
but firmly” that it would be impos- 
sible at this stage, when arrange- 
ments for the program, speakers, 
displays, and housing were so far 
advanced, to change the meeting 
place. 


Hopes are pinned on the pos- 
sibility that the United Nations 
may accept the city’s offer of the 
Opera House as an alternate meet- 
ing place. It was the Opera House 
in which the organization was born 
during the closing months of World 
War II. 

That’s where things stand right 
now—up in the air. 


of Him who was indeed acquainted with grief, by a look 


of solemn recognition, such as may pass between friends 


scholarship and citizenship. Paul is a 
son of the late Rev. M. L. Kirkegaard 
and Mrs. Kirkegaard of Selma. 


Owatonnna, Minn. Pastor Norlan 
LL. Hanson. At the recent annual 
meeting of Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church it was disclosed that 40 bap- 
tized members had joined the church 
during the past year. The congrega- 
tion raised $6,538.00, out of which 
$1761.28 went to benevolences. A 
committee was elected to study the 
need of the congregation for more 
facilities. This committee is to con- 
tact an architect to give specific plans 
to the congregation. The church voted 
to continue the Church Paper in 
Every Home Plan. 


Milltown, Wis., A. E. ‘Neve, pastor. 
The Sunday School presented two 
Christmas programs this year. The 
approximate 75 pupils in the Begin- 
ner’s through second grade gave a 
program of recitations, flannelgraph 
story and songs and the third through 
grade twelve presented the service 
“OQ Worship the King” by Margaret 
Grorud. Approximately 125 children 
took part in this service. The festive 


who have endured between them some strange and se- 
cret sorrow, and are through it united in a bond that 
cannot be ‘broken. 
A bond that connot be broken: between us and God. So I 
go back in thought to the one God who shared our suffer- 
ings. In the darkness we find Him, and though He offers 
no glib explanation of the darkness He gives us strength 
to endure; and we know Him and believe and worship. 
Condensed from The Listener. 


Christmas Day service featured a bal- 
cony children’s choir and the com- 
bined High school and adult choirs in 
an antiphonal arrangement of “This 
Night” by Konig. There was a con- 
igregational Christmas party with 
(Missionary Lloyd Neve showing slides 
of his tour of Palestine. 


The drive for funds for our pro- 
posed parish hall was begun last fall. 
It is hoped that enough funds will be 
obtained so that construction can be 
started sometime in 1955. 


Three students from Milltown are 
enrolled at Dana College this year. 


The ladies’ organizations had as 
their theme during the past year “Af- 
firm Christ Through Stewardship.” 
During 1955 the theme will be on 
evangelism, “We Witness for Christ.” 

The arrival of Stefan Kaletta, a dis- 
placed person from Europe, is expect- 
ed sometime in January. He is being 
sponsored by his half brother, Stefan 
Milberg, who with his family, his 
mother and two sisters, have been 
residents of Milltown four or five 
years. John Erickson of Milltown is 
co-sponsor. Mr. Kaletta is a master 
craftsman in woodworking. 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


CARPENTER’S SON 


The little shop at Nazareth, 
The peaceful life for which it stood, 
The clear, strong ringing hammer 
strokes, 
The droning saw, the riven wood, 
The murmur of the smoothing plane, 
The scent of shavings freshly curled- 
When Thou hadst left them all behind 
And gone thy way into the world, 
Where men would hate Thee and 
revile, ; 
And one betray Thee with a kiss, 
And one deny, and all forsake, 
Was there one added pang in this: 


That tools of Thy familiar craft 
Should be the things that wounded 
Thee— 
The hammer and the driven nails, 
The wood of that accursed tree? 
Ah, no! Thou Crowned and Crucified, 
Thou Power of God that seemed to 
fail; 
"Twas not of wood Thy cross was made. 
‘Twas not the hammer and the nail 
That drove the blows and fixed Thee 
there, 
And pierced Thy hands and feet at 
last; 
Man’s hatred and man’s sin the cross, 
Ani love—Thy love—that held Thee 
fast. 
Annie Johnson Flint 


WHO IS. EDUCATED? 


A professor in Chicago is reported 
to have given the following test to 
his pupils. He told them they were 
not really educated unless they could 
say yes to all these questions: 


Has your education given you sym- 
pathy with all good causes and made 
you espouse them? 

Has it made you public-spirited? 

Has it made you a brother to the 
weak? 

Have you learned how to make 
friends and to keep them? 

Do you know what it is to be a 
friend yourself? : 

Can you look an honest man or a 
pure woman straight in the eye? 

(Do you see anything to love in a 
little child? 

Will a lonely dog follow you down 
the street? 

Can you be high-minded and happy 
in the meaner drudgeries of life?? 

Do you think washing dishes and 
hoeing corn just as compatible with 
high thinking as piano playing or 
golf? 

Are you good for anything to your- 
self? Can you be happy alone? 


Can you look out on the world and 
see anything but dollars and cents? 

Can you look into a mud puddle 
by the wayside and see anything in 
the puddle but mud? 

Can you look into the sky at night 
and see beyond the stars? 

Can your soul claim relationship 
with the Creator?—Leaves of Gold. 


THIS DOUBLE-MINDEDNESS 


Perhaps you remember the story 
of the boy who was going to jump 
the stream. The feat was certainly 
no impossible. He ‘went back for a 
run at the jump, but as he was about 
to leave the iground he heard the 
voice of a friend warning that he 
could not make it. Half believing 
the voice, his take-off was slowed 
and he went sprawling into the water. 

This is just the trouble with much 
of life and effort. We have not fully 
decided.| So we are about to jump— 
and not jump—all at once! 

Said James, “The double-minded 
man is unstable in all his ways.” 

Shall we ask the Lord to take out 
of us the double-mindedness, so that 
our eyes will be single and our hearts 
pure and our love fervent? 

—Free Methodist 


ANOTHER BUBBLE BURSTS 

The famous “Piltdown Man” has 
now been removed from the British 
Museum of Natural History in Lon- 
don. /His picture is being stricken from 
the books of science, and this section 
of the evolutionary tlree is being 
crossed out. 

Forty years ago, a part of a skull 
was found in an English gravel pit. 
A year later, a jawbone was found 
some distance away, and still a year 
later a tooth. These were then “put 
together” and the scientists of that 
day proclaimed that a “missing link” 
had been found, the “First English- 
man” of from 750,000 to 900,000 years 
old. 

Now, however, the scientific staff 
of the British Museum has labeled 
the whole thing as a cleverly devised 
hoax, consisting of a modern ape’s 
jaw, a pared down tooth, and a 
splintered cranium, skillfully pieced 
together to form this “dawn man.” 

The scientists have done much to 
explain God’s universe, but like all 
men, they have at times been greatly 
mistaken, and come up with some 
famous “wrong guesses.” The record 
still sands: “So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God 
created he him.’—The Menonite. 


Freeing a vital flow to our comm 


bein 7 este eee 


THE SOUL’S REACH 
‘Prayer is a listening, more than w 
is said, 
A waiting spirit, seeking to be let 
Trusting the silent voice that spe 
within— 
Sensing the surge of power to rise | 
win. 
Prayer is our grounding in eternity 
Building in reservoir what is to be 


Stand, then, alert, and ready for 
cue, 


There is direction, purpose; 
you! 


wait 


Break down the prison door of self < 
stand 


Firm on the wreckage with a will 
hand. 


Out of the blinding night a star sl 
rise 


And wait for recognition in your ey 


Hollow this star of truth—its radi 
glow 


hights paths of knowledge where 
now may go. 


Always this rich abundance needs | 
key 


ia | 
Of our readiness—awake and see! 


Prayer is the measure of the so 
long reach, | 
Calling forth wisdom that no man | 
teach, 


Lifting the human soul to touch Ge 
hand! 


Mary E. Linton—War ( 


GOOD SHOT! 


They collected all the congregat 
in a hall in order to raise funds | 
rebuilding. Everyone was asked 
stand up and say what he would ig 
When his turn came, the rich 
miser in the front row stood up 4 
said, “Five pounds.” There was a gr} 
of disappointment. At that exact : 
ment a flake of plaster fell from | 
ceiling, and hit him on the he 
Thinking this was the interventio: 
heaven, he cried, “make it fifty.” 
a clear voice came from the bac 
the hall, “Hit him again, Lord!” | 


Officer: “Hey, Where d’yuh th 
you’re goin’?” 


Mr. Meeker: “Be easy on me, offi 
This is the first time I haven’t 
my wife along to tell me.” 


ary 24, 1955 


HOW RURAL IS THE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH? 
| (Continued from page 9) 
areas of strength, the UELC 
t well check on itself to see 
well it serves a cross section. 
example in Iowa the synod 
es the people in the small and 
ium-sized towns very well; but 
11% of its members live in 
of more than 25,000, while 
of the state’s residents live in 
ns of that size. This contrasts 
ly with California, where al- 
all of the synod’s work is ur- 
work. 
ne UELC might also consider 
' well it is serving a social cross 
ion. Although the synod was 
ed by people of Danish descent, 
e are many instances where the 
ch can work more effectively 
hrist if it seeks to serve the en- 
community rather than just 
le of Danish heritage. 
non-Lutheran areas, too, the 
d should be willing to share the 
sonsibility of bringing the Gospel 
e people. Working in co-opera- 
with other Lutheran bodies, 
UELC will be able to expand 
work in the areas where it will 
at most for the Kingdom of God. 


BOOK REVIEW 

Life of Our Lord by Samuel J. 
rews, Zondervan Publ. House, 651 
ss. $5.95. 

is book is a reprint of gocd de- 
tion of our Lord’s earthly life. 
vas first published in 1862, and re- 
ol in 1891. It is a very comprehen- 
but clearly written book. Some 
object to its age, but is it not a 
that some of the writers 100 years 
had insights that we today tend 
vverlook? We feel sure the pub- 
srs will be rewarded for giving us 
fine reprint.—J.M.J. 


HELP WANTED 


zanted middle aged lady to live in 
ihome and part-time care for ailing 
.. Write H. C. Kjeldgaard, Brush, 
irado. 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
NSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


Blair, Nebraska 
vyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 13 


When you. 
need 4 


helpful 
brother-| 


There are times in life when we 
need help—a special financial 
“lift?’s 


When the family provider is taken out of the home... 
In times of illness or accident... 

When the children are ready for college... 

When you're ready for retirement. 


Find out how LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD can be a “‘help- 
ful brother’ to you and your family at times like these! 


i, SPEER 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


5. = LLLP OT 
lf | save $ a week, how much guaranteed income can my family have? 


How much income can | have at age 65? 9 
How can ! guarantee a college education for my children? 


Name __Age : 
Street 3 
City Zone State. 


THIS 1S O¢@t LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY 


Lutheran Brotherhood 


CARL F. GRANRUD, President 
LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE 


608 Second Avenue South ° 2, Minnesota 


Minneapolis 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen Mgr. 


Telephones: 
Circle 5-6146-6147 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 
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Chil- 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Total dren's School General Home Indian Utah 


Received Homes Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission 


14750.10|83800.00|25000.00/58646.50| 71550.00|1542.00|658 
}14295.11]44047.23|12448.98|31754.93|5361.04|1214.46/292 


Total synodical budget $256,668.60 : | 
Previously. acknowledged) Mecrstecctesreerse ee vereeetereer tte cts: seacemertaetees tate ecnrss-«toninaeemaeet ]138373.33 


eh a a 
Sanger, Calif., Mrs. Camilla Andersen of Pella Church, Del Rey, in mem- 


ory of Mrs. Louise Andersen, Plentywood, Mont. ...........csseecereestereess 
Ringsted, Ia., Rev. C. E. Nielsen in memory of Mrs. J. P. Jensen $10 and 
PW Petersen ($2) Doth of IME Ste esr narectere nae acess ene ness Me cone tame e eta 
Moorhead, Ia., Bethesda Luth. S. So .....c..cccsccessctcecesenaneeesesnsneteceesensensearessoonressenas 
Eugené, Ore., Emmaus Luth. 8. §., offering at Christmas program .......... 
Selma, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. R. Andersen, Mr. and Mrs. Emil Goldbeck,| ...........0....[[ 0.0.00. 
Daniel Goldbeck and Mr. and Mrs. A. Goldbeck in memory of Mrs. seh rer 
Waris Cold beck.  eCteSckTl sy ONC DE ater erence dees cnes te setccs saree sco eee Ineo ee: eeeeen terse 
Milltown, Wis., Milltown Dath:, Church Wivvacsccsrcc-nnccsnsvsrersncnsernserrosrnmsssennrineniepiinsc: 
Spencer, Ia., Bethamy. Luth, Church: 2.0.0... eee eestccersecrerscccsnnsesernsuseenersernenre 
Spencer, Ia., Bethany Luth. Ladies Aid ............... mG: i ae a 
Council Bluffs, Ia., Our Savior’s Luth. Church ath MDI Weeds cwse tents 
Oakland, Calif., Our Savior’s Luth. S. S., offering at Christmas program.. i BO], aciesveb eacaevell Used neameegece 
Milaxtone oN. Dak. United Duthy (Ss4s) ’Christimast Offering )te.c.cc-ncjo.1-ssvesenerss 5 sOO))| ..cccctecasscsll eeenerosinse 
Swan River, Man., Canada, Scandinavian Luth. Church ............0.00... OG mtadoseseteedl ss keer aeeeomeines 
Cushing, Wis., Loyal Workers in memory of Mrs. John Swanson ............. ; & Siuei|i oecctee Souapar|| seaeeeesrees te 
OUTS UWFA TSR TURE” AMG ISTE 55 ne Sen ake en donecnteaudnogeeeodegenegsensasen Jeadesanasdecomcb caer seuceonae ie 35 ake SU) eweaeuaoe tees 
Trufant, Mich., St. Thomas Luth. 8S. S., contents of Birthday Bank for the 
Oaks (Ghildren's® ElLOmGs trey. carccctevrecetevacet seaaee ons ter coe dstoouedvoon ease teeeuceoubsoecets esterase 
Norwalk -Califr trinity) Ewth Chur Chie oo etcccctts. «costars thse aoahs oeeeven eee. Meeceee 
Minden, Nebr., FredericksburgLuth. Church Fe a he eit 
Morgan, Minn., Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Jacobsen in memory of Nels Petersen,|........... 
Sleepy bye, Mair. Wes, c2eccc ec eras oontie sama tnuas seam erie eases Saw vedne ssavecovsentuvessuvonst suaeceens 
Hilendaleow Minne ot Pande arial CHUGH Beaenewnrannccss: vuchearetenter errs. se eterete 
Ellendale, Minn., St. Ansgar Luth. Church, offering at Christmas program 
Viborg, S. D., Chris O. Hansen in memory of Daryl Luni ...............0...:c.c0 


Minden, Nebr., in memory of Mrs. W. C. C. Nielsen. To save space the/ 
words Mr. and Mrs. are omitted. Julius Hansen, Leslie Aspegren,| .... 
Mrs. Gertrude Nielsen, Harold Paulsen, LeRoy Paulsen, Howard|.... 
Paulsen, Sidney Paulsen, Floyd Bower, Merle Hasselbarth, Mrs. Har-|. 
vey Smith, Mrs. Anna Van Dyke, Mrs. Ed Madsen, Miss Laura Han- 


sen and, Miss Gillies eiansen, CbChe Sie. cacatecctercecc mete sce etene cece eee ZOO Hime cons actcse | sconce eames 
Norma, N. D., Zion Luth. Church in memory of Mrs. Caroline Lindblad... 
Viborg, S. D., Bethany Willing Workers in memory of Daryl Luna ........ 
Beresford, S. Dak., Nazareth Luth. S. S., Christmas offering $22.18, 
Birthday woftfering = $8.1 Ly ents cece w.censorceccsneres Peer nese nee coe 
North Hollywood, Calif., Valley Luth. Church .................. aves 
Reedley, Calif., Ebenezer Luth. S. S., Christmas offering .. 
Graetiinger: Ja (St) Paulis duuths (Church yeccwseece core cetera 


Greenville; Mich. "St Pauls. Wy. Luthy ‘Churrehis eins sarte set nccee teases 
Norma, N. D., Zion Ladies Aid in memory of Theodor Jensen ............. nee 
Neola, late ot eh auls uth Cnurchs ec, cere eee eee ee ee : ae “en 
Staplohuust se Nebre Ours savior seeuthie Chur cher com ere ererenaeeereiee eee 5 suidsjisuicaaaestll| semen eee 
Hampton, Nebr., Immanuel Ev. Luth. Church in memory of John Jorgen- SecaeesheSeves|) ioscan hdvuawesi|| avecsesaeeseestllireane nen deetc | meena: oe ee 
err habe ic ter Esc isan ees asda sa a aed ers nee Tata aaaw ae BES SER PR ease aes rasa ante xasey eee 5 Ol lfigeses- oe wate. Rootes aeee nee eee okie W225) ee esti 
Minden Nebr) Bethanyae Lathe gSaeS. cg. cere date oe: ce ees aon enum | 
Westbrook, Maine, Trinity Luth. Church 
Denar ites Mr and! Mrs; Hdward, Sehuster of, (Our iSavior’s . Lath -ccccee--| neeeeeee- os ceee'l cece eens 
TECH PO Ee Pe aac, xl Pe tee eee Tet ete an meet aay acre eteanienbamnwetes 
Denmark, Wis., children of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer F. Johnson of Our Say-|............... I Ssooccepeeeesee (lene 
ior’s Luth. Church in memory of their father and mother .................... | 
Denmark, Wis., children of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Johnson of Our Savior’s| .........00.00..]| ccccsseseseeee| ccccccereeeeee 
Pith euch InmMemory. Lote theirs parentsirs 7. scsct eee ee A seas 
AEM NE AU UMD EON ely AD peaaL. LO rere sue yee es a ENR) ee a OONiEE nee : < 50.00 
HMug ene Orerrstimma usa dies Adds fe cece ne ctenaee ieee ore re ee 85]]. aa oe 11.85] 20.00] ... 
Ferndale, Calif.. Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Bansen in memory of Mrs. Maren| . ‘ a ‘ . ae 
IGMTIStia NSO geee cece eae ree ree ee eee ree eee | 


Ferndale, Calif.. in memory of Mrs. Maren Christiansen. The words Mr.|{ 
and Mrs. are omitted to save space. Mrs. Anna Rasmussen $3, Mrs.| 
Elsie Petersen, Miss Elizabeth Lytle, Dr. and Mrs. F. G. Worthing-|{.... 
‘ton, Mrs. I. Petersen each $5; Helene and Christine Ericksen $4,| .... 
Wm. Kempf $10, Karl Jorgensen and John Larsen each $3, Geol. . 
Christensen, Ciement Miller, Stanley Bansen, David Hansen, Chris 
Andersen, Lewis Christiansen (Modesto) each $5 

Hartland. Wiss, Ours Savion a lichen OTE Chas trys nen eee ee eee oe ee en 

Hazelwood, Minn., Immanuel Luth. Church, offering at Christmas program 

McNabb, Ill., Emmaus Luth. Church 

PIresnO nO iia: ,fel GCA Cen LiAlltleae Sener aprtee sen ero en eee ee ne ee 

Los Angeles, Calif., Olivet Missionary Society toward a TV Set for the/ 
Oaikisig MISSOny ORAS Tac oemeeeston teaser te aerate nee attics eee eee 


Orum, Nebr., Immanuel Luth. Church .......... 
HGCENO mC alii. Gr LACemirthien Chir eh seen een 
Castro Valley, Calif., Faith Luth. Church 
Grand Island, Nebr., Verner Petersen 


TOTAL {147018.04]/15077.29 47123.13]13110.88 33731.24/558'7.96]1264.46]3112 
SPECIAL MISSIONS South N.L.C. Gen 
Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China and 2 For 


Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission L.W.A. Miss 


Budget ‘for 1954-19850 00. Se ee eee ||16000.00115500.0 
; ETE ESE ae aa Maa ace age oh ne hse ars esioec aaa kcsibe 3 xi 0|10000.00|15000.00 
Previowsly ‘acknowledged .......\ 0 MEN.) es oe |82436.01]]11941.72] $373.08]10888.35/11340.98| 857.16] 213.26N88608 19) > 
Avoca, Ia., English Luth. Church, part of remittance ............. | 3.10]| | JEG) 3. Ge 
Staplehurst, Nebr., Ladies Aid of Our Savior’s Luth. Church ... | 10.00/| ou 10.00] |, See ER age sen J steven J ssssoseeees | 
Chicago, Ill, Frances and Edwin Jorgensen in memory of Peter ei ‘ 3 
Steffensen of Golgotha Church CTA WS Py Melee 
Easton, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Rosendahl OO OM 10.00 SOND Gil eae | ee rn Nagase 
Easton, Calif., Stanley Rosendahl es 10.00 ‘ PUY eeeeseeenenee 
Milltown, Wis., Milltown Luth. Church vgorlcont 20.1 2h eee 2. idle, eee 


wary 24, 1955 


IMIG lise uedeee antic. invents Res a a 
, Mich., St. Thomas’ Luth. S. S., Christmas offering 
Colo., Tom Jensen, Eben-Ezer 


mittances to Luth. World Action, National Luth. Coun- 
and Student Service Centers since Jan. 1954 


ee ae eS Cm aA ts is ble, MS eS ay eo. secsesesscp feiescsescievsccssus tee. Dorset | 
d, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church 


Il Sa St. Paul’s Luth. S. S. 
ook, Me., Trinity Luth. Church 
Pe ye UCL WDe # SORE CISC ae. coer; scveesl at Orlane 
IE Ore., Mr. and Mrs. Everett Olsen and Celia Olsen in 
ie of August Juhl, Henderson, Nevada eoeeccccccccecccccceces-., 


le, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Larsen in memory of Mrs. 
ren Christiansen 
ton, Canada, 


CHURCH AND SCHOOL DRIVE 


Dana Church 
Total Building Exten- 
Received Fund sion Fd. 


Nebr., Fredericksburg Luth. 
ir in memory of Mrs. W. C. C. 


Total |214702.85||128788.50|85914.35 


SNAP-SHOTS 
(Continued from page 7) 
remember when you can go to church any time you 
-hat we have still scores who find it exceedingly hard 
even a stolen opportunity to hear the gospel. Almost 
here we find that among those who have come for 
tion and who wish to be baptized, there are some 
ust defer it because they are not yet 21 and there- 
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| 
218.26) 


| 


4 
| j 


]46454.42)|12167.31] 8752.87]11409.39]12113.32]1117.16| 218.26] 


373.11] 303.00 


Received with thanks. 
Blair, Nebr., Jan. 15, 1955. 
H. J. Hansen, Treasurer 


PLEASE NOTE: 

Some time ago the Bethany Willing Workers, Viborg, 
twice sent $2.00 in memory of Eugene Larsen. $2.00 
been in memory of John Petersen. 

In a late issue of the papers $25.00 from ‘Trinity Luth. Church, 
Washington Island, Wis., was given to the South American Mission 
in memory of Martin Lange. It should have been Martin Tange, 
Hutchinson, Minn. 


8. Dak., 
should have 


fore not yet permitted to act independently. 

Best regards to all readers. Remember us, please, in your 
prayers; we need them, and our young people certainly do 
need them too. It is not a small miracle to see one come 
thru victoriously. 


Your old friend and fellow servant, 
J. M. T. Winther. 


- REVIEW Catholic, 


Calvinistic, 


and Lutheran. other thing that concerns the Luther- 


e Holy Catholic Church by Con- 


author of this book, Conrad 
doff, is recognized in wide cir- 
1s an eminent scholar and the- 
. He is president of Augustana 
, Rock Island, Ill. This book is 
in Bergendoff’s usual easy 
ug English. It is a pleasure to 
is English. According to my way 
aking, Dr. Bergendoff’s book is a 
and correct presentation of the 
me of the Church. The author 
that there are three distinctive 
of the Church, namely, Roman 


Bergendoff shows that the view pre- 
sented by Luther is the New Testa- 
ment doctrine of the Church. 


The topic Bergendoff discusses in 
this book, has far reaching implica- 
tions. Let me mention two that con- 
cern the Lutherans of America. 1) That 
we extend the hand of fellowship to 
all Christians does not mean that we 
should join in union services with Re- 
formed Churches. And that we do not 
join in union church activities on the 
local congregational level does not 
mean that we do not recognize the Re- 
formed brethren as “brethren in ‘Christ.” 
All Christians are one in Christ as 
Bergendoff states so clearly. 2) The 


ans of America, is the matter of Lu- 
theran unity. The Lutherans of Amer- 
ica have maneuvered themselves into 
an odd and awkward position. They 
are agreed on the fundamentals enun- 
ciated by Luther on the basis of Scrip- 
ture, yet some consider themselves 
better Lutherans than others. Such an 
attitude is not born of the Spirit. It is 
incorrect to classify Lutherans, right, 
left, and center. 

I would like to quote several para- 
graphs from Bergendoff’s book, but 
that would make this review too long. 
Buy the book, and judge for yourself. 
The book deserves a wide circulation. 


—A. V. Neve. 


BOOKS FOR WINTER READING | Voices 


When God Was Man of 


By J. B. Phillips 


In these seven chapters we find a clear, vivid picture of f_ he 
Jesus Christ, the man who was also God. We hear with 
new clarity his teachings—and discover what it means to P Y 
be truly good, honest, pure in heart. We thrill once more ASSION 


to his simple appeal, “Follow me.” And we understand, 
with the author, that his way still lies open for those 


who will dare to follow him. 64 pages. $1.00 (Postage 8c) Here is Lenten reading desig 


for the layman and pastor—por 
ful messages for this season of 
year. 


Love Speaks from the Cross 


By Leslie Badham They were there—these nin 

Seven meditations on Jesus’ last words from the LOVE men who speak from th 
Cross. Through them we see into the mystery and ye from Scriptures and Passion stor 
wonder of Christ’s great love—learn to bring it into our sp traditions of their part in th 
own lives—discover its power to transform and redeem. crucifixion. One by one thes 
Here, in the climax of Christianity, we find fresh R men step forward and te 


the cross 
Thoughts on the seven last words — 


understanding of redemption, firmer assurance of im- LESLIE BADHAM their own stories of the su! 
mortality—and powerful, world-changing, personal ee fering Savior in simple, quie 
faith as we turn to Christ for spiritual renewal. 64 ly persuasive, heart-searchin 
pages. $1.00 pages. $1.00. (Postage 8c) eloquence. They knew mo; 
i personally the sufferings H 
Fly with Me to India endured: Judas, Peter, Joh! 
: (Caiaphas, Simon, The Cer 
By Dorothy Clarke Wilson turion, Pontius Pilate, Dima 

The fascinating account of a trip to modern India— and Paul. 
and of the many strange and moving adventures that Also’ included ino 'Voleeaa 


befell an American in this land of turmoil and change. 


he | i iti 
Mrs. Wilson has recorded it all faithfully—the some- the Passion are seven meds 


tions upon the Last Wor 


times hilarious, sometimes Deartrending incidents that | _whjen wil provide inspratia 
i 1 di duri he ! 
Aer to us as that of America itself. Illustrated. 128 ene ing during#the lem 
pages. $2.00. pages. $2.00. (Postage 12c) i . 
| Was Sick You will profit from reading 
Translated by Fred C. M. Hansen messages in 


“This little pocket-sized devotional book is most un- 
usual. It is written by Christian physicians from the 
Scandinavian countries. Some of these consecrated lay- 
men were themselves victims of chronic illness. Four 
sections of the book speak to four conditions of the sick: 
“In God’s Waiting Room” is addressed to those waiting 
diagnosis or operations. “Under God’s Treatment” is 
meant for patients who are in the midst of their suffer- 


VOICES OF THE PASSIO 


$2.00 


(Postage 12c) 
QOD DEPORT as 


ing. “God’s Post Treatment” is designed for convalescents. Mi Lutheran Publishing House 
“Dismissed for Service’ is meant for those who have ¥ 200 S. Fifth Street 
found their way through. Here religion gets down into ¥ Blair, Nebraska 
life. No empty phrases or pious platitudes clutter up this x Please send me, theerplovitae 
excellent volume. For pastors, shut-ins, and for a fine 4%  —voices of the Passion 
gift for your physician.” 4%  —When God Was Man 
7 eee : --Fly with M i 
Wilson C. Egbert in Lutheran Standard x Love Speaks fork, aie Cross 
Price: $1.50 each (Postage 8c); 6 copies x ee 
7.50 (( 
$7.50 (Postage 16c) Mi I enclose $ .0.D.— Charge— 
, N@mMe asi... cwedaid Sete ce ee oe 
Luth p bli hi H > Address: | iivccucnwat eee eee 
eran FuDdiisning mouse Lectin te ae 
aca ete : eg a 
0 fth Street Blair, Nebraska CICK Oe 
27 
iat . =" 
¥o03d O1nO 6 Shawhtoo 
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